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DETAILED ACTION 

The applicant has amended claims 2-5 and 8 and added claims 9 and 10. 
Pending claims 2-5 and 8-10 are examined below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 2-4, 8, 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,423,147 to Dupuy. 

Regarding claim 9, Dupuy discloses a weather seal comprising a base body (fig. 
1:10) made of a first elastomeric material and having a sealing portion (14) and a 
fastening portion (30), an adhesion body (18) made of a second elastomeric material 
having a cellular structure (column 5, lines 6-11), the fastening portion having a 
fastening lip (28) spaced apart from the sealing portion by a gap (fig. 1 : gap where 
number 21 is located), the fastening lip has a first side facing the gap (near 26) and a 
second side (right of 28, 30) turned away from the gap, the adhesion body at the 
second side of the lip and having a contact surface protruding from the fasting plane 
(area of 28, 30) and an adhesive (16) on the contact surface (20). 

Regarding claim 10, Dupuy discloses the seal as inherently capable of sealing a 
vehicle, door, window, or roof. 
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Regarding claims 2 and 3, Dupuy discloses the use of thermoplastic elastomeric 
materials (columns 3, line 59- column 4, line 10 and column 5, lines 6-11). 

Regarding claim 4, Dupuy discloses the adhesive as tack (column 4, line 9). 

Regarding claim 8, Dupuy discloses the sealing portion as being a hollow 
chamber (32). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 

Patent No. 5,423,147 to Dupuy in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,449,544 to Ogawa et al. 

Regarding claim 5, Dupuy does not disclose the use of a peel off film on the 
adhesive. Ogawa discloses the use of a peel off film on a strip of molding. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Dupuy by adding a peel off film, as disclosed by Ogawa, in order to 
transport the adhesive and keep it intact until ready to use. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 5/25/07 have been fully considered but are moot 
under new grounds of rejections necessitated by the applicant's amendment. 



Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Basil Katcheves whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6846. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 
am to 4:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman, can be reached at (571) 272-6842. 

BK Basil Katcheves 

8/6/07 Primary Examiner AU 3635 



